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FINAL PROPOSALS

Community No. M23 LLANFAIR CAEREINION

Introduction

1.  The small town of Llanfair Caereinion is located in central Montgomeryshire and 
lies at the heart of an extensive agricultural community in the middle valley of the 
afon Banwy.  It is one of the smallest towns in the county of Powys, for, even with its 
rural hinterland, the electorate of the community only places it fourteenth in rank of 
the county's eighteen towns.  The community has routes of local and national 
importance; the B4389 and A495 are primarily routes of local importance, while the 
A458 is an important tourism artery to the mid-Wales coast and North Wales.  
Llanfair Caereinion is classified as an area centre in the Powys Unitary Development 
Plan, for the market town has the largest range of community services and facilities 
and the greatest capacity to accommodate additional development in its locality.  
There are also rural settlements within the community at Heniarth and Melin-y-ddol.  
The remainder of the population lives in scattered farms and dwellings 

2.  The community has a population of 1,616, an electorate of 1,280 (2005) and a 
council of 12 members.  The precept required for 2005 is £17,000, representing a 
Council Tax Band D equivalent of £24.50.

3.  In the 1986 Review, the Local Government Boundary Commission for Wales 
made some area changes to the then community of Llanfair Caereinion.   The 
Commission's aim of including the settlement of Dolanog and its surrounding area 
within the new community of Llanfihangel entailed the transfer of an area to the 
south of the settlement and including Gwaenynog, Tirdu and Gartheilin from the then 
community of Llanfair Caereinion.   A small salient to the west of Moel Bentyrch at 
Tan-y-foel was transferred to the new community of Llanerfyl, and the farm of Lluast 
was transferred to the new community of Dwyriw.  The Commission made its final 
recommendations for a community council of twelve members in an un-warded 
community.

Summary of representations received prior to preparation of Draft Proposals

4.  No representations have been received for this community.  However, a form of 
submissions has been received from Castle Caereinion Community Council which is 
pertinent to this community.  That council proposes that properties along Fronhaul 
Lane should all be transferred to Castle Caereinion community.  The council 
indicates that the properties along this lane are divided between their community 
and the community of Llanfair Caereinion.  “The lane does not go anywhere and 
residents can’t leave their properties without going into the community of Castle 
Caereinion… Including all properties along this lane in Castle Caereinion would 
make things simpler and would avoid the confusion which now exists.”
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Assessment

5.  We consider that there is some merit in the proposal of Castle Caereinion 
Community Council that all the properties along Fronhaul Lane should be 
transferred to their community.  The residents of the affected properties – Tan y 
Coed, Ty Newydd, The Grange, Glynhwdog, Ochr and Ty’n y byrwydd – would all 
look in the first instance to Castle Caereinion for the provision of local services 
because of the lie of local roads.  We are satisfied that they would consider 
themselves part of the community of Castle Caereinion rather than of Llanfair 
Caereinion, and we are aware of the confusion that has arisen in this area in local 
and parliamentary elections in the past.  We consider that an appropriate eastern 
boundary to the community of Llanfair Caereinion could be found by moving the 
existing boundary to the west to follow a stream to the west of Ty’n y byrwydd and 
then following field boundaries southwards to the existing community boundary.

6.  The electorate of Llanfair Caereinion has increased from 980 in 1980 to 1,280 in 
2005.  The Powys Unitary Development Plan allocates four sites for 62 dwellings in 
the area centre of Llanfair Caereinion, about 28 of  which have already been 
developed and have had their effect upon the electorate.  There may be further 
opportunities for infill development, with one large site in the town having planning 
permission for 22 dwellings, and opportunities for affordable housing development 
adjacent to the settlement development boundaries.   There are also opportunities 
for affordable housing development in the rural settlements of Heniarth and Melin-y-
ddol that lie in this community in accordance with Policy HP9 of the Plan, for a 
limited number of dwellings in the open countryside in accordance with Policy HP6 
of the Plan, and for conversions in accordance with Policy GP6 of the Plan.  We 
note that this community's electorate will rise further, therefore, to about 1,380 
electors, suggesting a continued entitlement in accordance with Table 5 – Councillor 
Allocation and Powys’s Towns to twelve councillors.

Draft Proposals

7.  That there should be a community of Llanfair Caereinion comprising the present 
community of that name less that area at Fronhaul Lane which we propose to 
transfer to the community of Castle Caereinion;

That the community should have a council of twelve members.

 (Ward) Electorate No of Councillors Electors per 
Councillor

1280 12 107

Responses to the Council’s Draft Proposals

8.  No comments or submissions were received on the Draft Proposals.
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Final Proposals

9.  That there should be a community of Llanfair Caereinion comprising the present 
community of that name less that area at Fronhaul Lane which we propose to 
transfer to the community of Castle Caereinion;

That the community should have a council of twelve members.

 (Ward) Electorate No of Councillors Electors per 
Councillor

1280 12 107


